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utterly undone by the death of his cattle " l. Moreover it
was impossible to protect cattle from infection or to make
improvements in the breeding of stock, when they herded
together promiscuously 2. While the commons thus failed
to discharge their economic functions adequately, they were
productive of great social mischief. In many places custom
permitted anyone who could rent a house of a certain value
to * enjoy the profits of the common ', and " when their stock
fails and poverty comes upon them, then they come to the
parish's charge " 3. In addition thousands of ' squatters ',
* upstart intruders *, settled upon the commons where they
erected a rude shelter, and, living as much as possible without
labour, eked out a precarious subsistence by ' breaking
hedges, cutting woods and stealing fowl ' 4. It was the
general view that the commons were ' nurseries of thieves
and horse-stealers ' 5, which created the poor by encouraging
idleness—" there are fewest poor where there are fewest
commons " 6. The difficulty of providing a remedy arose
from the multiplicity of vested interests at stake, whose
tenacity retarded the progress of the enclosing movement in
the face of an ever-growing volume of criticism. Enclosure
and improvements depended upon procuring the consent of
those affected, which was ' infinitely difficult ' ; and when in
the eighteenth century recourse was had to legislation, this
involved the heavy expense of obtaining a special Act of
Parliament 7.
The existence of wide stretches of uncultivated land,
given over to wretched cattle and to human beings scarcely
less wretched, inspired a number of projects designed to
promote a more economical use of the national resources. A
1	Hist. JkfSS. Comm. Beaulieu, 108 (temp. James I.) ; Blith, The English
Improver (1649), Preface;   Plattes, Practicall Husbandry Improvfd (ed.
1656), chapter vii.
2	Annals of Agriculture, xx. 144;   Middleton, Agriculture of Middlesex
{1798), 106.
3	Hist. MSS. Comm. Portland, ii. 266 (1681).
4	Considerations concerning Common Fields and Inclosures.   By Pseudo-
misus, 7 ; Coke, Treatise (1671), i. 77 ;  Middleton, Agriculture of Middlesex
(1798), 103.    Also see supra, p. 394.
*	Moore, Bread for the Poor (1653), 5, 21.
4 Hartlib, His Legacy of Husbandry (1655), 43-
*	Annals of Agricufaire, x. 353.

